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THERE 1S 2 special synergy when Elia Ossino and Josephine
Akvama Hoffmeyer come togecher. Ossino, n lralian archicect and
designer, and Hoffmeyes, the founder and cressive direcoe of Danish
sile and wallcavering brand File Under Pop ase laog-time fricnds
and collsbaracors. They met aver cheir shared lave of beautiful tiles,
and now they're liunching a joine beand, Ho0, focussing on dles
and combining their individual expertise with & muraal desire to
do something less obvious. “We see HoO 5 a mix of our ideas, ex
plocing, more deeply, and adding extra dimensioas to our individual
consrburions. We want 1o encaurage excitement and joy, explaring
like curious children and making & poins about using tiles in new
ways and in places where you doa’t normally see them,” they say.
Far their first collection, they are curning che recent crend for bigger
siles with seamless surfaces on ics head and chinking small. They
wan 1o celebeate the beauty of the grouted joins, using, tiles to make
pacterns rather than putting parzerns oa the tles.

“There is a forgotien porential in small tiles, and we love how you
can make geomerric pacterns, beauciful stringent grids by placing
small squares o¢ rectangles next to each ocher,” says Hoffmeyer. To
demoasiraie their archicecrural approach, they've opened 2 shaw-
room at via Salferino 11, a design hub i Milan's Beera districe. They
are launching the showroom and their first collection with 2 curated
installaior, Perfect Darkness, during Milan design week.

“I lave 1o explore different ways t creace 2 space, someshing, that ks
a bz mare sharact.” says Ossino. A simple space can have strong

clements that the mind can' forges and ic inspires you 10 go in and
makes you curious. I¢s like entering 2 3D-paincing, Thars what we
ate aiming to creace in Perfect Darkues. A living scenery. It a living
space bus not a real house. We will add surrcalistic clements, a sense
of sameching mysterious. We love tension and arzention ta tacrilicy
and texture” Amang the surprises in the installation are iles used
a5 buildings blocks ar between doors, adding fincrion and making
them more than just surfaces.

“The pair met in 2002, a year after Hoffmeyer had set up her first
tile company, Made a Mano. Living in Ligaria, she'd come up with
the idea of launching a colourful collection of glazed lava stooe tiles
fusing, odencal mysteries, arcisan lealian crafismanship and Scandi
Flisa had wsed my tiles o some of her projects,
ance 10 meet face 1o face, the chemisiry was
to leverape the incredible cncrgy,” says

strang, and we boch w
Haffmeyer. They decided to scudy prehisioric ceramics topecher at
the regiona! museum in Caltagirone, 2 Sicilian cown famed since
ancient times for its ceramics. The pair subscquently created a table
ware collection together,

Hoffmeyer set up the Copenhagen-based File Under Pop in 2014,
building on her experience and knowledge and wich 2 name referen.
cing her musical backround. Her colourful hand-painzed wallpaper
and poctic glazed and patserned tles in day and lava stone were an
instanc hir and are seen in cool spaces all over the workd. Over the
past 20 years, Ossino has worked as an architecs, curator and stylist
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warking, for renowned magazines as well as designing and collab-
orating with brands like Safvatori and De Padova. A affinizy for
reincerpreting & space and arcful compasitioes, oficn wsing strong
cancrasting colours, has carned her a reputation s one of the most
exclring concemporary creative voices in Taly. As the pair worked
on various projects tapecher, sravelling besween lraly and Denmark,
the idea of 2 more formal pannership kept beewing. “We are both
Lscky to come from countries with such important design tradicioas.
16 very exciting, to merge the ltalisn side, knawn for fashion and
are, with the simplicicy, minimalism and hanesty thas characterises
Danish siyle.” says Ossina. HeO s builc on their equal drive to
create something poccic, dreamy, and different alongside cantinuing
cher separace endeavours.

“Wich their cexrures and clear colours, there is a pure bonesty in
ceramic and stoncwork. A beaury enhanced by the face that is relates
0 the four clements fire, carch, waser and aie. To produce someching
chat bs pare of such an old, narural and authentic culrure and make it
loak contemporary is fancascic,” says Hoffmeyer.

“The heart of Perfecs Darbucar s exploring and expresing, dask colouss
but also reminding people enamaured of bold coloured dles sbouc
the power of white. “We are using white as & necessary contrast,

The white tiles are from HeOs fint collection.

On the marble fcor & 2 dotted e from an earbier
colisbaration by Elisa Ouino with File Under Pop.

2nd a reminder tha withous light there is no darkness. When 1 fist
sarted making ciles 18 years ago, the tes, walls, ceilings and wooden
pancls were all whise. 1 fel there was a need co bring in moee colours
and pacterns. Now mast people wark with colowrs and sexture, and
this has challenged us to define and refine ourseives even more.” says
Hoffmeyer. Ossino adds: *It’s going to be an experimental experience.
We will add texnure and sound to the space. Music creaces 2 huge
dimensioe to the way we react to surroundings, the tiles and the
colours, and the conection we have 10 them.”

To furnish the interioe, they handpicked mosdy Danish and a few
French and lualian brands. “We broughs them togerher in what feels
almost like a family, and we are making & space where all parts of life
can unfold.” says Hoffmeyer. It a spirit imbucd in their new home,
which she says is the ideal place w0 unfold che beand, and where
they already knaw many of their neighbours who include Baff, De
Padova, Dimore and Savatori, “We've warked with many of them,
wgether and separitely, and love being par of this community.”

Perfect Diarkness at sia Solferino 11, is open during Milan design week
from April 9-14 and shen by appoinsmen.
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Shadie play un the grameeric relief of the He) tiles shows the
power of white and light In the Perfecs Dsribess nstallarion.

MAKE GEOMETRIC PATTERNS,
STRINGENT GRIDS
ﬁ 'S@ARES OR RECTANGLES NEXT TO

1 OTHER.




